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Panama Canal Zone - Then and Now 

“A land divided, a world united.” 
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History 

The Panama Canal Zone was an unincorporated territory of the United 
States, from 1903 to 1979, centered on the Panama Canal and surrounded by 
the Republic of Panama. The zone consisted of the canal and an area generally 
extending five miles on each side of the centerline, excluding Panama and Colon 
cities, which otherwise would have been partly within the limits of the Zone. When 
reservoirs were created, to assure a steady supply of water for the locks, those 
lakes were included within the Canal Zone. 

On February 26, 1904, the Isthmian Canal Commission was proclaimed. In it, the 
Republic of Panama granted to the United States in perpetuity the use, occupa¬ 
tion, and control of a zone of land and land under water for the construction, 
maintenance, operation, sanitation and protection of the canal. From 1903 to 
1979 the territory was controlled by the United States, which had built the canal 
and financed its construction. The Canal Zone was abolished on October 1, 
1979, as a term of the Torrijos - Carter Treaties of 1977; the canal was under 
joint U.S. - Panamanian control from 1979 until it was fully turned over to Panama 
on December 31, 1999. 



CENTS POSTAGE 

CANAL ZONE 


“No leader of any organization 
ever took greater pride in the 
spirit of loyalty to the work 
which animated its entirety, in 
the cheerful understanding of 


Rephotography 


hardships when needed, in the 
overcoming of the difficulties 


Is the act of repeat photography at the same site, with a time lag between the two 
images; a Then and Now view of a particular area. Has been a useful visual 
method for researchers in sociology and communication to understand social 
change. Three main approaches are common; people, places and activities. 

This publication covers 150 historical photos (Then), in black and white, from 
1904 to 1941 and include their original titles. The images recall the lifestyle of 
some villages and sites on the Pacific side of the Canal Zone such as Albrook, 
Ancon, Balboa, Balboa Heights, Clayton, Corozal, Diablo, Fort Amador, Gamboa, 
La Boca, Madden, Miraflores, Paraiso, Pedro Miguel and Summit. All current 
(Now) color photographs were taken this year (2016). 


that were encountered, and it is 
real affection which I have for 
the men who gave willingly to 
gain the end to which we were 
striving. My thoughts will be 
with you all." 

George Goethals 
January 9, 1928. 
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Why build a Canal 


"The voyage (to California) 
by way of Cape Horn will 
occupy on an average, five 
or six months, while by the 
Isthmus route, the trip is 
accomplished in as many 
weeks!" 

Gregory's Guide for Californio 
Travelers via the Isthmus of 
Panama, 1850. 


How bid Panama be¬ 
come independent? 

In 1903, French canal 
builders agreed to sell 
their stake in the bank¬ 
rupt Panama venture to 
the United States for $40 
million. Colombia, be¬ 
cause of its sovereignty 
over Panama, expected 
part of the payment, but 
felt the price was too low. 
Unwilling to have the sale 
jeopardized and recogniz¬ 
ing Panama's desire for 
independence, the United 
States quietly encour¬ 
aged Panama to rebel. 
The ensuing three-day- 
long revolution, under 
the watchful eye of two 
U.S. gunboats, created 
the Republic of Panama. 

A few days later, the 
United States and Pana¬ 
ma signed a treaty to 
build the canal. 
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1. 1904 Culebra Cut - Steam shovel excavating and loading 

2. 1905 Looking South from West Bank near Culebra 

3. 1906 Ancon Hospital - Horse-drawn'Ambulance 

4. 1906 View of Paraiso Town 

5. 1907 Old village - Looking Northwest from top of Sosa Hill 

6. 1907 Royal Palms at Ancon Hospital grounds 

7. 1908 Gamboa Bridge - Erection and riveting completed 

8. 1909 Road between Corozal and Miraflores 

9. 1910 General view of Ancon Hill from Sosa 

10. 1910 Looking South from Bas Obispo 

11. 1911 Zone Highway between Corozal and Pedro Miguel 

12. 1911 Balboa Dump - Looking East from Sosa Hill 

13. 1912 Canal Axis - Looking North from top of Ancon Hill 

0 

14. 1912 Looking Northwest from Naos showing trestle 

15. 1913 Ancon Cemetery and Administration Building 

16. 1913 From top of Flamenco - Naos and Culebra Islands 

4 

17. 1913 Miraflores Spillway construction 

18. 1913 Pacific Terminal from Administration Building 

19. 1913 Gamboa Dyke - Showing dredges at work 

20. 1913 Pedro Miguel from Railroad fill looking North 

21. 1913 Balboa Terminals from Sosa Hill viewing Southwest 

22. 1913 Looking North with Pedro Miguel Locks in distance 

23. 1913 Perico Island - Looking Northwest from Flamenco 

24. 1914 A street in La Boca 

25. 1914 Raising flagpole - Administration Building 

26. 1914 Highways asphalt concrete road near Tivoli Hotel 

27. 1914 Naos Island breakwater looking Northwest - Rock fill 

28. 1914 Panama Railroad Commissary at Ancon 

29. 1914 Looking Northeast from top of Sosa Hill 

30. 1914 Beginning of Prado housing - Looking SbCithweSt 
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Who built the Canal? 


31. 1915 New town concrete quarters - Balboa 

32. 1915 Rotunda decorations - Miraflores gates construction 

33. 1915 Looking West'- Central Station and Magistrate's Court 

34. 1915 Water register at Gamboa 

35. 1915 Looking South’ - Clubhouse - Exterior - Front 

36. 1915 Balboa Heights - Street scene 

37. 1915 Looking North - Front of Commissary 

38. 1915 Looking Southwest from Administration Building 

39. 1915 Looking Northeast from Clubhouse 

40. 1915 Looking Northeast from Administration Building 

41. 1915 View along asphaltic concrete upper highway 

42. 1915 Railroad Commissary for Gold employees only 

43. 1915 Patriotic exercises - People gathered near Adm. Bldg. 

44. 1915 Panama Railroad Station at Balboa 

45. 1915 Street scene near Panama Railroad Commissary 

46. 1916 Pay Day at the Administration Building 

47. 1916 Corozal Station - Looking North 

48. 1916 Ancon - New concrete quarters 

49. 1916 Balboa Heights - Two family housing 

50. 1916 Balboa ice plant and fridge 

51. 1916 Looking West - Equipment parked in front of station 

52. 1917 New concrete restaurant in Balboa 

53. 1917 Entrance - New Hospital 

54. 1917 The new Laboratory - Ancon Hospital 

55. 1917 New Hospital - Admitting Office and Dispensary 

56. 1917 Amador Road - Looking North 

57. 1918 Balboa Heights - Road near Administration Building 

58. 1918 Public School - Ancon - Flag raising 

59. 1918 Balboa Supply Department Motor Trucks 

60/ 1918 Cdrdzal - Miraflores road asphalt concrete base 
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The vast majority of the 
50,000 workers on the 
isthmus during the Ameri¬ 
can construction period 
were unskilled laborers 
recruited from islands 
throughout the Carib¬ 
bean. Workers also came 
from other parts of the 
world, with Spain, Greece, 
Italy, and India supplying 
help in varying numbers. 
Engineers and skilled wor¬ 
kers such as machinery 
operators were American 
and numbered about 
6,000. Chief Engineer 
John F. Stevens tried to 
use Chinese labor, which 
had proven itself invalua¬ 
ble in building railroads in 
the western United Sta¬ 
tes, but strong anti- 
Chinese sentiments both 
at home and in Panama 
made this impossible. 


Choosing a route 


'While not possessing any 
single feature better than 
that of some other route ... 
the Panama route has many 
less bad features than any of 
the others." 

George S. Morison, engineer 
and Isthmian Canal 
Commission member, 1903. 
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War on mosquitoes 


"If you try to build this canal 
there will not be trees 
enough on the isthmus to 
make crosses for the graves 
of your laborers." 

French resident in Panama to 
Ferdinand de Lesseps, 1880s. 


How did the Ameri¬ 
cans control the mos¬ 
quitoes? 

Thousands of sanitary 
workers scoured the Ca¬ 
nal Zone looking for wa¬ 
ter sources where mos¬ 
quitoes could breed. By 
spraying a thin film of oil 
on the water's surface, 
they smothered any mos¬ 
quito larvae that might 
be living there. Using 
techniques that William 
Gorgas developed in Ha¬ 
vana where he battled 
yellow fever after the 
Spanish-American War, 
workers fumigated build¬ 
ings, removed standing 
water, installed door and 
window screens, and cut 
grass. 
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61. 1918 The Governor's Residence at Balboa Heights 

62. 1918 Ancon Hospital - Administration Building 

63. 1919 Balboa Commissary and Dispensary 

64. 1919 Clayton - Noncommissioned officers quarters * 

65. 1919 Nurses Quarters - Ancon Hospital 

66. 1919 Looking Southwest from Administration Building 

67. 1919 Balboa looking Northeast - Family Quarters 

68. 1919 Balboa and vicinity from top of Ancon Hill 

69. 1919 Balboa Union Church - Exterior 

70. 1919 Ancon Hospital - The Entrance 

71. 1919 Highway through Pedro Miguel 

72. 1919 Balboa Heights Baptist Church 

73. 1919 Equipment parked in front of station 

74. 1919 Hospital Ancon - Superintendent's Residence 

75. 1920 Gaillard Highway near Miraflores 

76. 1920 Balboa Club House 

4 

77. 1920 Quarters - Silver Employees - La Boca - Street scene 

78. 1920 General John J. Pershing at Balboa School 

79. 1920 Pedro Miguel school building - Looking South 

80. 1920 Ancon Hospital - Administration Building 

81. 1920 The Prado from Administration Building 

82. 1920 Ancon Hospital - Entrance to Section A and B 

83. 1921 Gamboa Pumping Station 

84. 1921 Ancon Clubhouse 

85. 1921 Looking North from Ancon Hill 

86. 1921 Gaillard Highway between Pedro Miguel and Miraflores 

87. 1921 La Boca - Exterior - Front 

88. 1921 Prado - Balboa - From Administration Building 

89. 1922 Road scene at Balboa Heights 

90. 1922 Balboa Clubhouse - The Swimming Pool * 
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91. 1922 Looking North from Administration Building 

92. 1922 Summit to Gamboa Road 

93. 1922 Road scene showing office buildings 

94. 1922 La Boca Clubhouse 

95. 1923 Miraflores Spillway Dam - Two gates discharging 

96. 1925 Balboa Electrical Storehouse - Section K 

97. 1926 Pedro Miguel street scene 

98. 1926 Panama Canal Club House at Pedro Miguel 

99. 1927 Looking East - YMCA 

100. 1927 Administration Building - Balboa Heights 

101. 1927 Pacific Terminal looking South from Sosa 

102. 1927 The Prado from Administration Building 

103. 1927 The Panama Canal Corozal Hospital - Women's Ward 

104. 1927 Panama Railroad Station at Balboa 

105. 1927 Administration Building at Balboa Heights 

106. 1927 Miraflores diesel station - Exterior view looking South 

107. 1928 New building at Corozal Hospital for the insane 

108. 1928 Improvised ferry operating in Gaillard Cut section 

109. 1928 View of dump area in swamp reclamation 

110. 1929 Madden Road - A section of the Old Road (Las Cruces) 

111. 1929 La Boca looking South - Front - Exterior 

112. 1929 Pedro Miguel street scene 

113. 1929 Albrook - Discharge end of suction dredge pipeline 

114. 1930 Madden Road looking North from Station 170 

115. 1930 Bachelor apartment at Balboa 

116. 1930 Looking Northeast from top of Sosa Hill 

117. 1930 Road culvert under the PRR North of Summit 

118. 1931 Electrical Division field office and shops 

119. 1931 Gorgas - New annex to nurses quarters on right 

120. 1931 Gdillard Highway - Paraiso cut off lookingSouth 
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How do locks work? 

Canal locks are like water 
-filled stairs that move 
ships across sloping te¬ 
rrain. After a ship enters a 
lock, the gates are closed, 
isolating the chamber and 
its contents from the wa¬ 
ter around it. The cham¬ 
ber is either filled or em¬ 
ptied, thus raising or lo¬ 
wering the water level as 
necessary. Transit across 
Panama's mountains was 
made possible by dam¬ 
ming part of the Chagres 
River to create Gatun La¬ 
ke and then building six 
1,000-foot-long (305-m), 
80-foot-deep (24-m) con¬ 
crete lock chambers to 
reach it. The lake fed wa¬ 
ter to the locks by means 
of gravity; electricity po¬ 
wered the gates. 


Life in the Canal Zone 


"We don't have zero 
weather nor sleigh rides but 
we have other things that 
take their places. How about 
going on an alligator hunt, 
getting up at 2 a.m. to 
start?" 

Alice B. Gilbert, Canal Zone 
resident, about 1910. 
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An engineering icon 


'There is still time to see 
the wonders of engineers 
before they are flooded and 
hidden forever/' 

North German Lloyd Line travel 
brochure, 1913. 


The popular press sent 
writers, photographers, 
and artists to the Canal 
Zone to capture the scope 
and scale of construction. 
Their reports home ignit¬ 
ed the public's imagina¬ 
tion and pride in this 
mammoth undertaking. 
Soon the canal became 
the Caribbean destina¬ 
tion, with hordes of vaca¬ 
tioners marveling at such 
wonders as Culebra Cut, 
the Cucaracha slide, and 
the massive concrete 
locks. 

The canal opened on Au¬ 
gust 15,1914. Although 
opening-day festivities 
were overshadowed by 
the beginning of war in 
Europe earlier that 
month, an international 
exposition in San Francis¬ 
co the next year celebrat¬ 
ed the canal's comple¬ 
tion. 
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121. 1951 New Ferryboat - Cerro Paraiso in background 

122. 1931 SS Empire State - Northbound - Gamboa Bridge 

123. 1932 Thatcher Highway from CZ and Panama boundary 

124. 1932 Albrook Field - Fill looking North from Sosa Hill » 

125. 1932 Looking South from Sosa Hill n 

126. 1934 Administration Building from Prado 

127. 1935 Gamboa - Power shovel excavating on ^Street 

128. 1935 Madden Dam Project - Flow from Sluice Gates 

129. 1935 Interior of Madden Power Station 

130. 1936 Miraflores Locks Central Storehouse 

jP«fcjr*«r - § 

131. 1936 Ancon looking West - Exterior of Police Station 

132. 1937 Balboa Police Station - General Inspection 

133. 1937 Miraflores Storehouse - View looking Northwest 

134. 1938 Balboa looking South - Elementary School 

135. 1938 Albrook Field from Administration Building 

136. 1938 Mortuary Chapel at Corozal 

4 

137. 1938 French Engineer's Grave at Paraiso 

138. 1938 Motorcar # 5 at Balboa PRR Station 

139. 1938 Canal Zone Postal - Employees and their families 

140. 1938 Post Office - Front of new building 

141. 1938 Balboa - Close-up - Front - Elementary School 

142. 1938 Gamboa house - Shrubbery plantings 

143. 1939 La Boca - Looking East - Exterior 

144. 1939 Exterior of Gamboa Police Station 

145. 1939 Railroad Station at Pedro Miguel 

146. 1939 Balboa looking East - Canal Zone Junior College 

147. 1939 Looking North from Administration Building 

148. 1940 Balboa (Fort Amador) - Quarantine Station 

149. 1941 Gamboa Bridge - Canal from South bank of Chagres 

150. 1941 Relocating Gaillard Road - Third Locks Prbject ' * 
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June koziNA 
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/ < figure to match 

Volleyball, 2 years 
Softball, 2 years 
' Basketball, 1 year 
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Speech 
Cheerlei 
Victory 




Robert R. Harvey, Jr. 
Richmond, Virginia 
Rare compound of 
and ability 

Senior Class, Vice-presi 
Little Theatre, 1 y< 

Zonian, 1 year 
Parrakect, 1 year 
“B” Club, 3 years 
“B” Club, Prc ent. 
Football, 3 ya 
Softball, 

Baseball, 

Track, 

Swimming, 

Bowling, 

Basketball, 1 year 
Victory Corps, Sea Service 
Senior Class, Representative 
Glee Club, 4 years 
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lus^hlnck hair and velvety 
jeSaon—unbeatable 
inatioiy\/r 
lore Class, Secretary 
U Vice-president, Senior, Year 
A., 2 years 
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Service 


Walter H. Hinds 
Ancon, Canal Zone 

Heart as big as the ocean and 


1 - Club 
I *eball, 4 years 
I )tball, 4 years 
basketball, 4 years 
Track, 4 years 
Softball, 4 years 
Victory Corps, 2 years 
Glee Club, 2 years 
Fire Fighting *• 

iJA JULIA 

for any keyboard 


W— 


Victory Corps, Community Sertice, 

Speech a Activitie8, 1 yJfL, (jj^ 
Orchestra, 3 years * 

Glee Club, 3 yea ifllr 
Pep Squad^ ’ yejif { ^ ^ 


($] 

g&S-. 

ry As r~“ 

' LaA *, 1 y 
r ict/ y v i 
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r or happy thoughts 
Treasurer 

year (Cristobal) 
Assi** , 1 year (Cristobal) 
-ar - ? Cristobal) 

Community Service 


_ „ ilea/ California K At 

Admired for her queenly graced 
Softball, 1 ydnr 

Victory Corps. Air Service, 2 years 
Glee Clil l^kar 
fycar 

Office J atf 

Peccy ^^\Y 
Ancon, Canal 

Entrancing eyes with hair to match 
Volleyball, 2 years 
Basketball, 2 years 
Baseball, 2 years 
Archery, 2 years 
Victory Corps, 2 years 
Orchestra, 2 years 
Office Assistant, 1 year 



Harry W. Holland, Jr. 

Miami, Florida 
Studies?—a pastime 
Victory Corps, Land Division 'f 
Glee Qub, 1 year 


SENIOR CLASS 1944 
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Four generations working in the Panama Canal 


Pedro Hernandez Diaz Leal, a native of the small town of Santa Ma¬ 
ria de Berrocal in Avila, Spain, ventured to work in Panama when the 
French began building a canal in the late nineteenth century. He re¬ 
turned to Spain when the French failed and subsequently traveled to 
fight against the independent forces in Cuba until the American victo¬ 
ry. He went back to Spain ^.nd again returned to Panama on October 
1907, for the construction of the canal by the Americans. His wife Ro¬ 
sa Garcia Crespo and their two children, Julio and Genaro, joined him 
in January 1909. Nine months later his son Pedro was born. Pedro 
and his three children, two grandchildren and three great¬ 
grandchildren would work in the Panama Canal. 

In 1910, the elder son of Pedro Hernandez, Julio, began working as a 
Water Boy for the canal workers in the Culebra Cut. During his free 
time, together with their father and brother, they would hunt and fish 
to help support the family. In March 1911, at 17 years of age, he be¬ 
gan to work officially on the Silver Payroll of the Isthmian Canal Com¬ 
mission. In 1918, he was admitted to the Gold Payroll, becoming one 
of the few non Americans in that pay status. 

The Hernandez family lived originally in the camps near the Culebra 
Cut. In 1914 they moved to the Silver lodgings (Spanish sector) of La 
Boca (Saint Thomas Street - building 1008), mainly occupied by Afro- 
Antillean emigrants. In 1923 the family obtained gold quarters at 
Amador (Empire Street - house 818) where they remained until 
Julio's retirement in 1950 after 43 years of work for the Canal. 



Jaime Massot Hernandez 


Born in Panama on No¬ 
vember 19, 1959 with 
Spanish roots thru his 
mother Carmen Cristina 
Hernandez Claramunt 
and his father Juan Jose 
Massot Pellise. 

Educated in various 
schools in Panama (La 
Salle, Pedagogical Insti¬ 
tute and Javier). Graduat¬ 
ed as civil engineer from 
the Universidad Santa 
Maria La Antigua (USMA) 
with postgraduate stud¬ 
ies in Hydrology (Madrid, 
Spain) and master's de¬ 
grees in Business Admin¬ 
istration and Sciences. 


His daughter Carmen Hernandez Claramunt was born, grew up, and 
studied in the Canal Zone graduating from Balboa High School in 
1944. She married Juan Massot and worked for the Panama Canal 
Company from 1950 to 1959. She interrupted her career to raise her 
four children and was reemployed in 1972. She occupied several po¬ 
sitions until obtaining the position of claims investigator and retired at 
the end of 1987. Her children, Jordi and Jaime, follow the canal tradi¬ 
tion. Jordi served as chief tugboat engineer for the Dredging Division 
from 1977 until his sudden death in 1991 and Jaime in various posts 
from 1980 to date. 

The career of the Hernandez Massot family, in the Panama Canal, 
comprises four generations that extends from the nineteenth century 
and continues today. 


He has 36 years of em¬ 
ployment with the Canal 
and has exercised super¬ 
visory and management 
functions in addition to 
specialized tasks such as 
hydrologist, industrial 
engineering and histori¬ 
cal documentation. 

This publication is non¬ 
profit whose objective is 
the creation, promotion, 
development and promo- 
don of programs, projects 
and acdvides that high¬ 
light the nadonal idendty 
and cultural heritage of 


Panama. 


Excerpt from the book “Voluntad para lograr lo Imposible” © May 2015 
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